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parts a Catholic country, yet under two separate
religious systems : the bishops for that part, which
lay within English rule being formally provided by
Rome, yet in fact and practice by the Irish Govern-
ment, and exclusively from men of non-Gaelic stock:
while in the regions where Gaelic rule lasted, the
bishops were of the older race and selected in con-
formity with the wish of local rulers, spiritual and
temporal. But from the time when the Pope broke
with Henry VIII, there began the practice of rival
ecclesiastical jurisdictions. Wauchope, Bishop of St.
Andrews in Scotland, was appointed by the Pope to
the Archbishopric of Armagh, in opposition to the
existing Primate Dowdall, who had recognised the
King's supremacy in the Church.
But in the reign of Henry, neither Reformation nor
Catholicism was active in Ireland, Irish Catholicism
began to be what it has been in modern history from
the time of Elizabeth : and the Jesuits, still under the
first impulse of Loyola's zeal, were at the beginning
of it. The religious history of that period has not yet
been written, but it is known that much had to be
done by the counter-Reformation. Irregularities, laxi-
ties, and lethargy were everywhere. But if much had
to be done, much was done. When Catholicism became
a proscribed creed, its martyrs were ready. They lit
a flame which was not quenchable. Greed for confisca-
tion in a harsh age spared nothing: theology was made
a cloak for plunder—not in Ireland only, at that
period in history, but nowhere more shamefully than
in Ireland; and when the eighteenth century came,
the Irish Catholics had nothing left to them but their
religion, and nothing to hope while they held to it.
Yet they .held. It was their sole victory that they
were constant in defeat. Their gentry crossed the
seas to seek fortune, and their names only, as an Irish
Protestant has written, came to Ireland " blown back-
ward on the winds of fame/' But the peasantry, who
lived by the hearth and the land, lived through those

